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Jos HA xxiv. 1 5. 
4s s for Me and my Houſe, we 
: _ will 1 the A 


HEsSE Words contain the Holy Re- 
ſolution of Pious Joſbua, who having 
in a moſt moving, affectionate Diſ- 
courſe recounted to the Iſraelites what great 
Things Gop had done for them, in the Verſe 
immediately going before the Text, comes to 
draw a proper Inference from what He had 
been delivering; and acquaints them, in the 
moſt preſſing Terms, that ſince Gop had been 
ſo exceeding Gracious unto them, they could 
do no leſs than, out of Gratitude for ſuch un- 
common Favours and Mercies, dedicate both 
themſelves and Families to his Service, Nou 
therefore, ſays he, Verſe 14. Pear the Lord, 
and ſerve him in Sincerity and Truth, and put 
away the Gods which your Fathers ſerved on. 
the other Side of the Flood. And by the fame 
| tt Motive does the Prophet Samuel af- 
B ter wards 


7" "OY 


terwards 8 heir Obedience to the com- 


mandments of Go p, 1 Sam. Xii. 24. Only 


fear the LORD, and ferve him in Truth, 
with all your Heart: for confider (ſays he) 
how great Things He hath done for you. But 
then, that they might not excuſe themſelves 
(as too many might be apt to do) by his giv- 
ing them a bad Example, or think he was 
laying heavy Burdens upon them, whilſt he 
himſelf touched them not with one of his Fin- 
gers, he tells them in the Verſe out of which 
the Text is taken, that whatever Regard they 
might pay to the Doctrine he had been 
| Preaching, yet He (as all Miniſters ought to 
do) was reſolved to live up to and Practice it 
himſelf: Chuje yon therefore, ſays he, whom 
v will ſerve, whether the Gods which your 
Fathers ferved, or the Gods of the Amorites 
in whoſe Land ye dwell : But as for me and 
ay Houſe, we will ſerve the LORD. 
A Reſolution this worthy of Foſbua, and 
no leſs becoming, no leſs neceſſary for every 
true Son of Joſbua, that is intruſted with the 
Care and Government of a Family in our 
Day: And, if it was ever ſeaſonable for Mi- 
niſters to preach up, or People to put in Pra- 
Rice Family Religion, it was never more ſo 
than in the preſent Age ; fince it is greatly to 
LS W that out of * many Houſholds 


oY 


04% 
chat call themſelves Chriſtians, there are but 
_ few that ſerve Gap in * W Fanz | 
lies as they ought. . 
77 Ir is true indeed, viſit our Cluitkhus, add 9 
* you may perhaps ſee ſomething of the Form | 
. Godiineſs Rill-fubliting amangſt us; but == 
even that is ſcarcely to be met with in pri- 
| -vate\ Houſes. 80 that were the Bleſſed An- 
gels to come, as in the Patriarchal Age, and 
1 obſerve our Spiritual Economy at Home, 
would they not be tempted to fay, as Abra- 
ham ſaid to Abimelech, Surely the Fear of 
800 is not in this Place? Gen, 1 
How ſuch a general Neglect of Family 
Religion firſt began to overſpread the Chriſtian 
5 World. is difficult to determine. As for the 
Primitive Chriſtians, I am poſitive it was not 
ſo with them: No, they had not ſo learned 
CHRIST, as falſely to imagine Religion was 
to be confined ſolely to their Aſſemblies for 
Publick Worſhip; but on the contrary be- 
haved with ſuch Piety and exemplary Holi- 
neſs in their private Families, that Saint Paul 
often ſtyles their Houſe a Church: Salute ſuch 
4 one, ſays he, and the Church which is in bis 
Hauſe. And, I believe, we muſt for ever de- 
ſpair of ſeging a Primitive Spirit of Picty re- 
viyed in the World, till we are fo happy as 
to ſes à Revival of a Family Religion; | 
= 2 e 
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and Perſons unanimouſly reſolving with Good 


I, 


U. 


III, 


Old Joſhua, in the Words of the Text, 
As for Me and ”y TO we will N the 


LORD. 


FROM "which Words I tha beg Leave t to 


"" on tele three a n eee 


Hi. That it is the Diity of every: Go- 
vernour of a Family to take care, that not only 
He himſelf, but alſo that thoſe commit ted 
his Charge ee the Lord. N e ic, 


Secondly, I mall 33 to hs" alter 


hat manner a 22 and his Houſbole 5 


_ought to ſerve the Lord. 


1 birdly and laſtly, I ſhall. ar che Mo- 
tives in order to excite all Governours, With 
their reſpective Houſholds, to ſerve: the Lord 


in the MIRgeT: that Da ” a 


Aup Firf, 1 am to {hew: chat k ische 
Duty of every Governour of a Family to take 


care, that not only He himſelf, but alſo that 
thoſe committed 1 to his 1 ſhould Yue 


the Lord. 
Ano this will appear, if we Cane chat 


| | every Governour of a Family ought | to look 
upon himſelf as obliged to act in three Capa- 


Fltiez: as a W to inſtru; 3 28 4 8 


eto pray for and with as a King; to-govern, 
direct, and provide for them. It is true in- 
deed the latter of theſe, vigz. their Kingly 
Office, they are not ſo frequently deficient in, 
(nay, in this they are generally too ſollicitous;) 
but as for the two former, v/2, their Prieſtly 
and Prophetick Office, like Gallo, they care 
fot no ſuch Things. But however indifferent 
ſome Goyernours may be about it. yet they 
may be aſſured, that Gop will require a due 
Diſcharge of theſe Offices at their Hands. 
For if, as the Apoſtle argues, He that does not 
provide for his own Houſe, in temporal Things, 
has denied the Faith, and is worſe than an 
Infidel ;, to what greater Degree of Apoſtacy 
muſt He have arrived, who takes no Thought | 
to provide for the We Welfare of * 
| Family 1201 
Bur farther, Dawſon 5 are 8 very li Z 
* : Fry of their Invectives againſt the Clergy, 
and think they juſtly blame the Conduct of 
ttat Miniſter who does not take heed to and 
watch over the Flock, of which the Holy 
| Ghoſt has made him Overſeer: But may not 
every Governour of a Family be in a lower 
Degree liable to the ſame Cenſure, who takes 
no thought for thoſe Souls that are committed 
to his Charge? F. or every Houſe is as it were 


158 ee Gayernour (as, was before 
- 24 nant 1 obſerved) 


= a 
obſerved) a Prieſt, every Family a Flock: 
4 and if any of them periſh thraugh the Go- 

| vernour's Neglect, their Blood will Gop _ 
quire at their Hands. 
Was a Miniſter to diſregard Teaching hi his 
| People publickly and N Houſe to Houſe, 
and to frond himſelf by ſaying, that He had 
| enough to do to work ont his own Salvation 


| with Fear and Trembling, Wiebe Cen 1 
b ing himſelf with that of Others; Would not 


any one be apt to think ſuch a Miniſter to be, = 
like the unjuſt judge, One that neither: feared I 
GOD or regarded Man? And yet, odious 
as ſuch a Character would be, it is no worſe 
than that Governour of a Pamily deſerves, 
who thinks himſelf obliged only to fave his 


own Soul, without paying any regard to the 
Souls of his Houſhold. For (as was above 


ll. hinted) every Houſe is, as it were, a Pariſh, 


and every Maſter is concerned to ſecure; as 
| much as in him lies, the Spiritual Proſperity 


3 of every one under his Roof, as any Miniſter 
whatever 1s obliged to look to: the Spiritual 
Welfare of every individual * under Us L. 
Charge. | | 
WM Ax Precedents Men, eta a thik 
Duty in this Particular, can plead for ſuch 
3 Omiſſion, I cannot tell: Doubtleſe not the 
Example of Holy Job, who was fo far from 
imagining, 


Pp 
imagining that He had no Concern, as Go- 
vernour of a Family, with any one's Soul but 
his Own, that the Scripture acquaints us, 
When the Days of bis Children's Feaſting were 
gone about, that Fob ſent and ſanttified them, 
and offered Burnt Offerings according to the 
Number of them all; For Job faid, It may be 
that my Sons have faned and curſed GOD 
in their Hearts : Thus did Fob continually. 
Nor can they plead the Practice of Good Old 
Joſbua, whom in the Text we find as much 

concerned for his Houſhold's Welfare as his 
own. Nor laſtly, that of Cornelius, who 
feared GOD, not only himſelf, but with a// 
his Houſe : And were Chriſtians but of the 
ſame Spirit of Fob, Joſhua, and the Gentile 
Centurion, they would act as Job, Foſhua,, 
and Cornelius did. 


Governours of Families ought not only to 
' ſerve the Lok D themſelves, but likewiſe to 
ſe that their reſpective Houſholds do fo too; 
What will then become of thoſe who not on- 
ly negle& ſerving Gop themſelves, but alſo 
make it their Buſineſs to ridicule and ſcoff at 
any of their Houſe that do? Who are not 
content with not entering into the Kingdom of 
Heaven themſelves; but thoſe alſo that are 
withng 7 to enter in they hinder, Surely ſuch 
* Men 


my 


Bu r, alas! if this be the Caſe, and all 


14 
| 
| 


i 
| 
| 
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Men are Factors for the Devil indeed. Surely | 


their Damnation flumbereth not: For although.” 
Gov, in his Good Providence, may ſuffer ſuch 


Stumbling-blocks to be put in his'Children's 


Ways, and ſuffer their greateſt Enemies to be 
| thoſe of their own Houſholds, for a T rial of ; 
their Sincerity, and Im provement of their 
Faith; yet we cannot but pronounce. a Woe 
againſt thoſe Maſters 35 «whom ſuch Offences. 


come. For if thoſe. that only take care of 


their own Souls can ſcarcely: be ſaved, were 
will ſuch monſtrouſly profane and wicked 


+ 


Governours appear ? 


Bur hoping there are but few of this 1 45 


happy N proceed we now to che 


Second Thing propoſed, vis. To thaw hs | 
what Manner a Governour and his Houſhold 
ought to ſerve the Lord. 


1 AN D the Firſt Thing 1 ſhall mention 15 


Reading the Word of Gop. This is a Duty 


1 


incumbent on every private Perſon. Search 


the Scriptures, for in them ye. think Je have 


Eternal Life, is a Precept given by dur bleſ- . 
ſed Lord indifferently to all: But much more i 


ſo ought. every Governour of a Family to 


think it in a peculiar manner ſpoken to him- 
ſelf, becauſe (as hath been alread 1 proved) he 
rophet, LY: 
therefore, 


ought £ to look upon. himſelf as a 


- 
> 
"I 4 
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 thetefore; agrecably. to ſuch. a. CharaRter, as 
bound to inſtruct thoſe under his Charge in 
the Knowledge of the Word of Go p. 


Tu ls we find was the Order Gop gave 
his s peculiar People of 1/rae/ : For thus ſpeaks 
his Repreſentative Moſes, Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7. 
Theſe Words, that is, the Scripture Words, 
X which I command thee this Day, fhall be in 
ty Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 
unto thy Children, that is, as it is generally 
explained, Servants, as well as Children, and 
* halt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thy 
* Houſe, From whence we may infer, that 
the only Reaſon why ſo many negle& to read 
the Words of Scripture diligently to their Chil. 
dren is, becauſe the Words of Scripture are 


not in their Hearts: for if they were, out of ß 
3 the Abundance of the Heart their Mouths 
wane ſpeak. | 
BSI DES, Servants as ok as s Children 


£ 

4 are, for the generality, very ignorant, and 

mere Novices in the Laws of Gop: And 

Z How ſhall they know, unleſs ſome one teach 

3 them? And what more proper to teach them 
by, than the lively Oracles of Gov, 'which 
are able to make them wiſe unto Salvation? 
And who more proper to inſtruct them by. 


3 theſe Lively Oracles, than Parents and Ma- 
\ i Keers, who (as hath been more than once ob-, 
. GC ſerved) 


of the Word, to the intent the 


„ 8 
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[ 50] 
ſerved) are as much concerned: to feed them 
with . ai as ern Bodily irre e 
8 wy $7.4 af? i : 38 2 q dos Ur 1 

Bor ff theſe Thiozs be ſo, What a mi- 
ſerable Condition are thoſe unhappy 
nours in, Who are ſo far from Laing thoſe 
committed to their Care With the ſincere M. fall 


thereby, chat Wey Beltber arch the: Bey 


tures themſelves, nor are careful to explain 


them to Others? Such Families muſt be in 
a happy Way indeed to do their Maſter's Will, 
who take ſuch prodigious Pains to know it! 
Would one not imagine that they had turned 
Converts to the Church of Name; that they 
thought Ignorance the Mother of Devotion; 
that thoſe were to be condemned as Hereticks, 
Who read their BI LES? And yet how few 
Families are there amongſt us, who do not 
act after this unſeemly Manner! But, hal] 
I praiſe them in Ibis? T praiſe them not : 
a en, his T. e -0ught not ſo to be. 


=; Pas: we. on now to the Sand 1 
| whereby every Governdur.;and, his Houſhold 
ought to ee the adus vi. Fanih 
„ros 4 Ay "Rel tiles 8 5 neglect· 
_ 45 2 8 as the former. 

8 Reading 


E id Mid ir fd 


[32] 


Reading 13-2 good Preparative for Prayer, as 
Praper is an excellent Means to render Read. 
ing effectual. And the Reaſon why every Go- 
vernour of a Family ſhauld jein both. theſe. 
. Exerciſes: together is plain, . becauſe a Gover- 
ncaur of a Family cannot perform his Priefuly. 
| Office: (which We detlore obſerved, he. is in 
ſome Degree inveſted with) without Os 
ing this Duty of Family Prayer. 
Wes find it therefore remarked, when men- 
tlon is made of Cain and Abel's offering Sa- 
cCWCrifices, that they brought them. But to whom 
did they bring them? Why, in all probabi- 
lity to their Father Adam, wa, as Prieft of 
* the! Family, was to offer Sacrifice in their 
Names. And ſo like wife ought EVEEY Spiri- 
tual Son of the Second Adam, who is in- 
truſted withithe Care of an Houſhold, to offer 
up the Spiritual Sacrifices of Supplications and 
Thankſgivings, acceptable to Gop through 
Isos CnRISr, in the Preſence and Name 
of all who Wait en or eat Meat at his 
Table. - 85 
Tu us we read our Bleſſed Lord brad, 
hen he tabernacled amongſt us: For it is 
"aid often, that He was alone praying with 
his Twelve Diſciples, which was then his 
ily F es. Ang He himſelf has promiſed 
fling to joint Supplications: 
C 2 r 


. 
4405 
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For whereſpover, ſays he, revo or three are ga- 
thered together in n Name, there am ] in ibe 
midſt of' them. And again, I to or three 


are agreed touching 29 Thing *hey-fhall aſe, 


9 


it ſpull be given them.” Add to this, that We 


= e by the Apoſtle to pray al- 
ways, with all manner of Supplication, which 


doubtleſs includes: Family Prayer. And Holy 
| Foſpua, when he ſet up up the Good Reſolu- 


tion in the Text, that He and his Houſhold 


would ſerve the LORD, certainly reſolved 
ert to pray with his Family, which is one 


of the beſt hy 1a PAN rr __ rf 


n ſerving Him. 


B FSI DES, em are no Families bee 


have ſome common Bleſſings, of which they 


have. been all Partakers, to give Thanks for; 1 
ſome common Croſſes and Afflictiens, nich 


they are to pray againſt; ſome common Sins, 
Which they are all bound to lament and be- 


wall: But how this can be done®*without | 


joining together i in one common Act of Hu- 


miliation, Supplication, and . 18 | 


1 c a 
FROM all which Conſiderations put dogs 
ther it is evident, that Family Prayer is a 


great and neceſſary Duty; and conſequently 
thoſe Governours that neglect it are certainly 


without Excuſe,” And it 18 much to be feared, 


+ 


"3B 


L. 13 1 
if they live without Family ee they we, 
auithuut GO in the Monlll. 
A p yet ſuch an hateful Character ag this 
is, it is to be feared, that, was Gop to ſend out 
an Angel to deſtroy us as he did once to de- 
ſtroy the Egyptians F irſt born, and with all 
give him a Commiſſion, as. then, to ſpare no 
Houſes: but where they ſaw the Blood of the 
Lintel ſprinkled on the Door- poſt, ſo noto 
to let no Families eſcape but thoſe that called : 
upon him in Morning and EveningyPrayer ; 
few would remain unhurt by HisMvenging 
Sword, | Chriſtians ſhall I term ſuch Fami- 
les, or Heathens? Doubtleſs they deſerve 
* not. the Name of Chriſtians; and Heathens, 
will ſurely riſe up in Judgement againſt 
ſuch profane Families of this Generation: 
For they had always their Houſhold Gops 
whom they worſhipped, and whoſe Aſſiſtance 
they frequently invoked. And a pretty paſs 
thoſe Families ſurely are arrived at, who muſt 
be ſent to School to Pagans. But will not 
2 the-Lorp be avenged. on ſuch profane Houſ- 
3 holds as theſe? Will he not pour out his 
4 tle WO: tals) Wies call nor pen his 


- * a ; = _— 
1 1 "+ 5 — 


24:43, BU. it is time for me to haſten to the 
hir 5 4 kt Means | I thall” recommend, 
L „ 4 5 8 

hereby 


[ x4 ] 
Governour ought with his 
Hoaltota to ſerve the Lord, vis. by Cates. 
chiving and Inftru@ing their Children and 
Servants, and bringing them up in the Nut 


türe and Adrnonition-of the LRP. 
„„ AT this, a8 well a as the two former, i 


© wat ++ 


F, Is I the Moſt A Hk, that He wil 

1 {0 Children and his Honſbold after 

"Reep the Way of the LORD, 1% 4 
Joh, and Judgment. And indeed ſcares 
any thing is more frequently preſſed upon us 
in Holy Writ than this Duty of Catechizing. 
Thus fays Go p in a Paſſage before cited, 
Thou foal teach ' theſe Words diligently unto 
thy Children. And Parents are commanded 
in the New Teftament, to breed up their Chil 
dren in the Nurture and Admonition' of "the 
LORD. The Holy Plalmift acquaints'us, 
that one great End why . did ſo great 
Wonders for His People was, to the Intent 
that when they”, grew up they 1 Jew bein 
Children, or & ervants, the ſame. And in 
Deuteronomy, Chap. vi. at the 20% and fol 
lowing Verſes, G0 ſtrictly commands —_ - 
People 1 y 


to inftry& their Children in the true 
Nature of the "Ceremonial 'Worthip, When 
Wien | | they 


. they! ſhould enquire, about at, as he ſuppoſed 


a Revelation, which has brought 


„ Fa 


they would do in time to dome. And if 
Servants and Children were to be inſtructed 
in the Nature of Fewr/h Rites, much mort 
ought they not to be initiated and. grounded 


in the Doctrines and firſt Principles .of the 


Goſpel of Cur1sT: Not only becauſe it is 


Immortality to a fuller and clearer Light, but 


alſo becauſe many Seducers are gone abroad 


into the World, who do their utmoſt Endea- 


vour to. deftroy not only the Juperſtructure, 
but likewiſe to ſap the very Tae of 
our moſt Holy Religion. 5 

Wo 1. p, then, the preſent. Ge ain 


their Poſterity be true Lovers and Honourers 


of God, Maſters and Parents muſt take Solo- 
mon's good Advice, and train up and cate- 
chize their reſpective Houſholds in the 1 
wherein they ſhould . 

IAM aware but of one ObjeRion: that can, 


wich any Shew of Reaſon, be urged ag ainſt 


what has been advanced: which is, Thar 
fuch a Procedure. as this will take up too 
much Time, and hinder, Families too long 


from their Warldly Buſineſs. But it is much 


neftioned; whether Perſons that ſtart 
Objection are not of the ſame ben 
wit.as;the. Merker Judas, who, gad 


Ind ig 


ren — 


> — 


4 — 
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Indignation againſt Devout Mary, for being 


ſo ptofuſe of her Ointment, in anointing our 


Bleſſed Lord; and aſked Why it might not be 


ſold for Two Hundred Pence, and given to 


the Poor. For has Go p given us ſo much 


ITime to work for Ourſelves, and ſhall we not 
allow ſome ſmall Pittance of it, Morning and 


Evening, to be devoted to his more immediate 
Worſhip and Service? Have not People read, 


That it is Gop who gives Men Power to-get 


Wealth, and therefore that the beſt Way to 
proſpe rin the World i is to ſecure His Fayour ? 
And has not our Bleſſed Lord himſelf. pro- 


miſed, that if we ſeek firſt the Kingdom of 


God and his Righteouſneſs, all ow ard Ne- 


ceſſaries ſhall be added unto u? 


Abraham, no doubt, was a Man of as great 


| Buſineſs as ſuch Objectors may be; but yet 


He would find Time, to command 15 Houſ- 
hold to ſerve the LORD. . Nay, David was 
4 King, and conſequently had a great deal of 


Buſineſs upon his Hands; yet notwithſtand- 


ing, He profeſſes that he would Walk in his 
Houſe with a perfect Heart. And; to in- 


ſtance but one more, Holy Jaſbus was a Per- 


ſon certainly engaged very much in Temporal. 
Affairs; and yet He ſolemnly declares: before; 
all Iſrael, That, as for him and his Houſhold,: | 


Ip ws ſerve, the LORD. And did Per- 


ſons 


* 


fons but redtem PR Time; as Abraham; 
Duvid, or Joſhua did, they would no longer 
complain that Family Duties kept them too 


r from the Dane of the World. 


3 


1 — my Third: and laſt General Head, 


under which I was to offer fome Motives; in 


order to extite all Governours, with theit rea 
ſpective Houſholds, to /erve the LORD in 
the Manner befote fecommended, I hope, 


will ſerve inftead of a Thoufand Arguments, 
ls ron, of —— ſuch 


to prove the Wea 
8 . 


I. AN p the Fitſt Motive T ſhall tention 
is the Duty of Gratitude, you that are Go. 


vernours of Families owe to Go p. — Your 


Lot, every one muſt confeſs, is caſt into 4 
fair Ground: Providence hath given you a 
goodly Heritage, above many of your Fellow 


nu. 


Creatures, and therefore, out of a Principle 


of Gratitude, you ought to endeavour, as much 
as in you lies, to make every Perſon of your 


reſpective Honſholds to call pen Him as long 


as they live: (Not to mention that the Au- 
thority, with ' which God has inveſted you 
as Parents and 'Governours. of Families, is 4 
Falent committed to your Truſt, and which 


you are bound to u de 10 your Mather's 
ROOF In other Things we find Gvoyet- 


5 D nours 
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Jgoeth; 
to a third, Do this, and he doeth it. 


of GOD? 
this! CTY NW 
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pours and Parents can exerciſe Lordſhip over 


their Children and Servants readily, and fre- 


quently enough: can ſay to one Go, and he 
to another Come, and he cometh ; ; 
And 
{hall this Power be ſo often employed in your 
own Affairs, and neyer exerted in the Things 
Be ane 0 een at 


Tus did not Faithful N 15 No, 
fe! op ſays, that He knew Abraham would 
command bis Seruants and Children after him. 


Thus did not Fo/bua : No, He was reſolved 


not only to Walk with Goy himſelf, but to 


improve his Authority in making all about 


him do ſo too: As for me and my Houſhold, 
we will ſerve the LORD. e us 89 and 
do likewiſe. e 16 


* 2. But, S800 Al if CA to 68 
will not, methinks Love and Pity to your 
Children ſhould. move you, with Jour. re- 
ſpectiue Families, to fer ve the LORD. 


Mos r People expreſs. a great Fondneſs . 
en Children; nay ſo great, that very often 
their own Lives, are wrapped up in thoſe of 
their Offspring. Can @ Woman forget "ber 


fucking Child, that ſhe ſhould not have. Com- 


i kkebus⸗ of ber -Womb 2 wow Gov 
e WIR L04 by 
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1 
by. his Prophet Iſaiah: He ſpeaks of it as. 
' monſtrous "Thihg, and fearce credible, "But 
the Words immediately following affirm it to 
be poſſible, Neg They may forget; and Expe- 
rience alſo aſſures us they may. Father and 
Mother may both forſake their Children: For 
what greater Degree of Forgetfulnefs can they 
expreſs towards them, than to neglect the 
Improvement of their better Part, and not 
bring them . in the Knowledge and Fear 
| of Gov. ö ; 65 

I is true indeed Paibes ſeldom older to 
provide for their Children's Bodies, (though, it 
is to be feared, ſome Men are fo far ſunk be- 


1 neath the Beaſts that periſh, as to neglect 


even that; ) but then how often do they For 
get, or rather when do they remember, to'ſe. 
cure the Salvation of their immortal Souls ? 
But is this their Way of expreſſing their Fond- 
neſs for the Fruit of their Bodies? Is this 
the beſt Teftimony they can give of their Af- 
fection to the Darling of their Hearts? Then 
Was Dalilah fond of Sampſon, when ſhe de- 

livered him up into the Hands of the Phili- 
ines: Then were thoſe Ruffians well af 
fected to Daniel, when 28 ne, ice into 
A a Den of Lions. at 


4 Br U 7. "Thirdly, if pe "Tag Gratitude to 
oe nor Love and Pity to your Children, 
D4 „ 


[20] 
will prefail on you; yet let a Principle of 
common Honęſiy and Fuſtice move ven WH 
up the holy Reſolution in the Text. 
TEISõ is a Principle which all Men 500 ; 
be thought to act upon. But certainly, if any 
may be truly cenſured for their Injuſtice, none 
can be more liable to ſuch Cenſure than thoſe 
who think themſelves injured if their Servants 
withdraw themſelves from their bodily Work, 
and yet they in return take no care of their 
ineſtimable Souls. For is it juſt that Servants 
ſhauld ſpend their Time and Strength i in their 
Maſter” s Service, and Maſters not at the ſame 
time give them what is alt nnd eel. for 
their Service ? 1 
Ix is true, ſome Men may think they 15 
done enough when they give unto their Ser- 
vants Food and Rayment, and ſay, Did not 
1 bargain with thee. for ſo much a Year } But 
if they give them no other-Reward than this, 
What do they leſs for their very Beaſts ?. But 
ate not Servants better than they? Noubtle 
they are: And however Maſters may. put off 
their Convictions for the preſent, they will 
find a Time will came, when. they ſhall know 
they ought to have given them ſome Spiritual, 
as well as Temporal Wages; and the Cry of 
thoſe that have mowed down their Fields will 
a enter into the * of the Lu RD of Sabaoth, 
4. * 


45 By 1. Fourthly, If neither Gratitude to 
: 1 Pity to Children, nor a Principle of 
common Fuſtice to Servants, are ſufficient to 
balance all Objections; yet let that darling, 
that prevailing Motive of Self-Irterefs turn 
the Scale, and engage you with your reſpective 
Houſhglds ta ſerve the LORD. 
Tx 18: weighs greatly. with you in other 
f Matters Be then perſuaded to let it have a 
due and full Influence on you in this: and if 
it has, if you have but Faith as a Grain of 
Muſtard-ſeed, how can you avoid believing 
that promoting Family Religion would be the 
beſt Means to promote your own 3 as 
well as eternal Welfare? For Godlineſs hes 
tbe Promiſe of the Life that now 1 as well 
45 that which. is to come. | 
Bxs1DEs, you all, a wiſh for 5 
neſt Servants and pious Children: and to have 
them prove otherwiſe, would be as great a 
Grief to you as it was to Elijab to have a 
-treacherous Gehaxi, or David to be troubled 
With a rebellious 4b/alom. But how: can it 
be expected they ſhould learn their Duty, ex- 
"cept thoſe ſet over them take care to teach it 
them? Is it not as reaſonable to expect you 
ſhould reap where you had not Nee or oa 
4 _ rs: 17 7 N had nt Arawed? 


. . ** 4 ; 
0 k 4+; * 2 "+ dS 5 5 Tt 4 L4 F J F 8 we: i or | vt 0 Fe, " Ke i v; 29a, : 
* 


pry 
15 Chriſtianity, indeed, give any Ooun- 
tenance to Children and Servants to dicegard 
their Parents and Maſters according to the 
Flo, or repreſent their Duty to them as in- 
Daten with their entire Obedience to their 
Father and Maſter * iobich is in Heaven, there 
might then be ſome Pretence to neglect in- 
ſtructing them in the Principles of ſuch a Re- 
gien. But fince the Precepts of this pure 
and undefiled Religion are all of them holy, 
juſt, and good; and the more they are taught 
their Duty to Go p, the better they will per- 
form their Duties to you ; methinks then to 
neglect the Improvement of their Souls, out 
of a Dread of ſpending too much Time in 
Religious Duties, is acting quite contrary to 
your own Intereſt, as well as DRY. AI kn 


9 Fifthiy and laſtly, If rieither Gratitude 
* GOD, Love to your Children, common 
Juſtice to your Servants, nor even that moſt 
prevailing Motive Se E Intereſt, will excite; 
yet let a Conſideration of the Terrors of the 
LORD perſuade you to put in Practice the 
pious Reſolution in the Text. Remember the 
Time will come, and that perhaps very ſhort- 
ly, when we muſt all : appear before the Ju dg- 
ment Seat of CHRIST; where we müſt give 
a ſolemn and ſtrict Account how we have had 
x „ Ws 


LIED Y 


our Conyerſation, in our reſpective Families, 
in this World. How. will you endure to ſee 
your Children and, Servants (who ought to be 
your Joy and Crown of Rejoicing in the Day 
of our Lord IE S CuR18T) coming out as 
ſo many ſwift Witneſſes againſt you; curſing 
the Father that hegat them, the Womb that 
bare them, the Paps which they have ſucked, 
and the Day they ever entered into your 
Houſes? Think you not the Damnation 
which Men muſt endure for their own Sins 
will be ſufficient, that they need load them- 
ſelves with the additional Guilt of being ac- 
ceſſary to the Damnation of others alſo? Oh 
confider this, all ye that forget to ſerve the 
Lokp with your reſpective Houſholds, teſt 
he pluck you away, and there be none to deli- 
ver you. 

Bur God ibid: . that any ſuch 
Evil ſhould befall you: No, rather will I 
hope that you have been, in ſome meaſure, 
convinced by what has been faid of the great 
Importance of Family Religion 3 and therefore 
are ready to cry out, in the Words immedi- 
: ately following the Text, G OD forbid that 
we ſbould forſake the LORD; and again, 
Verſe 21, | Nay but we will, with o our 2 

e e, the E ORD... | 
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- Lhe): 
Arp that there may be always fiich 2 
| Heart in you, Let me, to conclude, exhort 
all Governours of Families, in the Name of 
our Lord IESUS CHRIS, often to reflect 
on the ineſtimable Worth of their own Souls, 
and the infinite Ranſom, even the precious 
Blood of JE Sbs CHRIST, which has been 
5 paid down for them. Remember, I beſeech 
you remember, that you are fallen Creatures, 
that you are by Nature loſt to and eſtranged 
from Go p; and that you can never be re- 
ſtored to your 2 Happineſs, till by 
being born again of the Holy Ghoſt, you ar- 
rive at your primitive State of Purity, have 
the Image of Gop reinſtamped upon your 
Souls, and are thereby made meet to be Par- 
takers of the Inheritance with the Saints in 
Light. Do, I ſay, but ſeriouſly and frequent- 
ly reflect on, and act às Perſons that believe, 
ſuch impottant Truths, and yon will no more 
neglect your Family's Giritual: Welfare than 
your-own. No, the Lave:of G OD, which 
will then be ſhed abroad inyour Hearts, will 
cor:ftrain you to do: your' wimott to preſerve 
them: And the deep Senſe of 'Gov's free 
Grace, in Cu R18+ IESsus, (which you will 
* then: haue, ) in calling you, will. excite you 
to do your utmoſt to ſave others, eſpecially 
thoſe 1 your Own Houſhold, And though, 
after 


* 


. 

after all your pious Endeavours, ſome may 
continue unreformed; yet you will have this 
comfortable Reflection to make, that you did 
what you could to make your Families veli- 
gious; And therefore may reſt aſſured of ſit- 
ting down in the Kingdom of Heaven, with 
Abraham, Toſhua, and Cornelius, and all the 
godly Houſholders, who in their ſeveral Ge- 
nerations ſhone forth as ſo many Lights in 
their reſpectiye Houſholds upon Earth. 
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